
 
The International Bengal Cat Society, Inc. 
Membership Application or Renewal Form 
PLEASE NOTE: Membership is annual and applied quarterly. 

Please fill out items #1, 2, and 3 as appropriate, and also sign, date, and return the TIBCS Code of Ethics. 

1. Indicate if this is a New Membership or a  Renewal. 
2. Indicate the type of membership you are applying for or renewing.  

 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
Please indicate: 

 USA Resident (annual fee $40) or 

 International Resident (annual fee $40) Benefits: 
1. Receive the membership booklet. 
2. Vote on issues within TIBCS concerning the Bengal Cat and its future. 
3. Receive the quarterly issues of The Bengal Bulletin. 

4. May contribute material for publication in the general interest sections of The Bengal Bulletin. 

 BREEDER MEMBERSHIP 

Please indicate: 

 USA Resident (annual fee $50) or 

 International Resident (annual fee $50) 
Benefits 
Benefits 1-4 under General Membership, plus 

5. Published in the internationally advertised TIBCS Breeder's List. 
6. Entitled to an on-line listing on the Breeder's List on the TIBCS Web Site. 

 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 
Annual fee $60 
The Family Membership entitles the household to these benefits: 

1. Receive one membership booklet. 
2. May cast two votes on issues concerning the Bengal Cat and its future. 
3. Receive one copy of the quarterly issues of The Bengal Bulletin. 
4. May contribute material for publication in the general interest sections of The Bengal Bulletin. 
5. If the Family membership includes a breeder, the family also gets benefits 5 - 6 under "Breeder Membership." 

 JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP 
Please indicate: 

 USA Resident (annual fee $30) or 

 International Resident (annual fee $30) 
Benefits: 

1. Receive the membership booklet. 
2. Receive the quarterly issues of The Bengal Bulletin. 

 CONTRIBUTION TO TIBCS— 

 Grants Program (Grant assistance to distressed Bengal cats); 

Suggested $ 10.00 (indicate amount) $ __________________________________  

 General Operations; Suggested  $10.00 (indicate amount) $ ______________  

 Legislative Efforts; Suggested  $10.00 (indicate amount) $ ______________  

3. Read, Sign, and Date: I (we), the undersigned, have read and agree to uphold and abide by the CODE OF ETHICS, the ByLAWS, and 
the ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION of The International Bengal Cat Society, Inc. I (we) realize and agree that membership may be 
suspended or revoked, without refund or recompense, according to the procedures of the Society, if I (we) do not abide by my (our) word. 

Name(s): ______________________________________  
Address: 

 
Date: _______  
Phone: ______ 
Cattery Name:      

E-Mail:    Suggested by: _________________ 

Signature(s): 
   

 
Send this form, with signed Code of Ethics (on back) and US funds to: TIBCS Membership Secretary, PO Box 44103 - Racine, WI 

53404-7014 USA. Make check payable to TIBCS.



 

TIBCS Code of  Ethics  

1. PURPOSE - In the breeding of Bengal cats, emphasis shall be placed on good health, stable temperament, and intelligence as well 
as appearance. Consistent with this policy, I agree to breed with discrimination and only upon strong evidence of the probability of 
finding suitable homes for the kittens. 
2. RECORDS - I agree to keep accurate records of all matings and pedigrees and to register breeding stock and litters with at least one 
recognized cat association. 

3. BREEDING - I shall use for breeding only healthy cats, free from disease or hereditary deformity, who exhibit no radical de-
partures from the Bengal Standard. If I discover subsequent hereditary defects, I shall advise previous buyers of breeding stock. 

Recommendations: 
Females should not be bred until at least one year old, unless there have been two heat cycles or medical indications. 
Females shall not be bred unless they are in optimum breeding condition. 
Stud service should only be offered to owners of pedigreed Bengal Cats, preferably who are TIBCS members. 
Agreement should be reached before breeding on options to be taken should the female have further complications with reab-

sorbing kittens or failure to conceive. 

Any breeder should refrain from further breeding if having difficulty placing kittens. 
4. HEALTH - I agree to maintain a good standard of health and care including adequate room for exercise, regular grooming, clean 
quarters, and adequate food and water. Whenever possible, Bengals should be kept indoors. Where caging is unavoidable, the 
minimum size for individual cages shall be 4 feet long, 6 feet wide, and 4 feet high. 

5. SALES - I shall refuse to sell to, to buy from, or to recommend breeders who sell to cat wholesalers or retailers, to donate a Bengal 
for raffle purposes, or to buy or sell in litter lots. Before selling a kitten as a breeder, I shall ascertain that the buyer is fully aware of all the 
ramifications of breeding, such as expenses, time involved in care, necessary facilities, and good placement of kit-tens, and 
responsibilities to buyers and other breeders. I shall encourage the breeder buyer to join TIBCS. I shall ascertain that all buyers know 
how to care for a cat or kitten properly, and make myself available to give advice. I will give buyers an honest appraisal of a kitten's 
potential as a pet, breeder, or show cat. All breeder and show kittens should be sold with a written guarantee stating the seller's 
responsibility should the kitten prove to be sterile or develop a genetic defect that prevents breeding or showing. The course of action to 
be taken is a matter for each breeder to specify in his guarantee. I shall provide a receipt for all deposits received which states what 
happens if the buyer changes his mind. A pedigree will be provided with pet kittens but registration forms will be withheld until the 
breeder receives a veterinarian's certification of altering. If a breeder does not want to provide registration or pedigree papers for a pet 
kitten, the buyer must be informed of that fact before purchase. All breeder and show kittens will have pedigrees and registration forms 
provided with them. Before a kitten is sold, it must receive immunizations appropriate to age. Kittens should be free of all external and 
internal parasites (worms, fleas, ear mites, fungus, etc.) Breeders should supply written instructions on care, feeding, and 
accommodations with each kitten sold. 

6. ADVERTISING - Advertising, oral or written, shall be factual and not worded to encourage breeding as an easy money 
scheme. 

7. SPORTSMANSHIP - I shall conduct myself always in a manner that reflects credit upon the Bengal cat breed and me, especially 
when attending shows as an exhibitor or a spectator. I shall abide by the various cat association rules and customs. I shall be a good loser 
and a gracious winner, remembering that having happy, healthy cats is much more important than winning ribbons. 

8. AGREEMENTS - TIBCS strongly recommends that all transactions be in writing. This includes stud service agreements, buyer's 
requirements, breeder's guarantees for kittens, leasing of cats, deposits for kittens, etc. TIBCS also recommends moneys be paid by check 
and that receipts be issued for all payments. If problems arise later, it is difficult to determine a fair course of action when agreements 
were verbal and cash changed hands without receipts. 

9. SHIPMENT - Shipping can be a frightening experience for any animal; consequently TIBCS recommends that, if possible, the 
kitten be picked up by its new owners. If this is not possible, the only method of shipping that we recommend is air freight arranged 
directly with the airline, preferably counter-to-counter. This will specify exact routing and arrival time. Kittens should not be shipped 
until they are fully weaned, eating on their own, and able to withstand separation from litter mates. 

10. ENFORCEMENT AND AMENDMENT - Upon sufficient proof of violations of the Code of Ethics, action shall proceed 
according to Article VII of the TIBCS Bylaws. This Code of Ethics may be amended by using the procedure set forth in Article IX of the 
TIBCS Bylaws. 

I, THE UNDERSIGNED, HAVE READ AND AGREE TO UPHOLD THE CODE OF ETHICS AND THE BYLAWS OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL BENGAL CAT SOCIETY. I REALIZE THAT MY RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES AS A MEMBER OF TIBCS 
MAY BE REVOKED IF I DO NOT ABIDE BY MY WORD. 

 

SIGNATURE:  DATE: 


